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This study investigated the perceptual relevance of some acoustic parameters to the two
most frequently used types of sentence-final intonation in Tokyo Japanese through a series
of listening experiments using resynthesized speech. The acoustic parameters examined
were the shape of the rise in pitch (linear increase or one-step increase), the amount of
rise, the location of the rise onset, the duration of the final vowel and the intensity of the
final vowel. The results of the experiments indicated the following: [1] Interrogative rise is
perceptually characterized by a linear rise in the final syllable. The role of the other
acoustic parameters varies according to the meaning of this type of intonation; [2]
Emphatic rise is perceptually characterized by a small step up in pitch at the final syllable.
Contrary to the view presented in the literature, an increase in intensity is not perceptually

relevant to this type of rise.
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