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Notes on the Accentuation of Long Compound Nouns in Japanese

KORI Shiro

Abstract This paper proposes a “multilayered semantics-based forward procedure” for determining
the accent (lexical pitch pattern) of long compound nouns, such as keetai-den'wa-dengen-ohu-
sya'ryoo “mobile phone power off car (in a train),” which are not accounted for by the internal
branching structure. The procedure consists of the following three stages: (1) Extract two-component
sub-compounds from a long compound noun in the forward direction (keetai-denwa “mobile phone”
and dengen-ohu “power off”). (2) Determine whether the two components of the sub-compounds
accentually fuse applying a semantics-based rule—they fuse and have a new single accent
irrespective of their original accents when the second component is neither a verbal noun nor an
adjectival noun and the first component exclusively specifies the referent of the second. Otherwise,
they keep their original accents. Thus, keetai “mobile” and denwa “phone,” both of which have a flat
accent, fuse into keetai-de'nwa with a pitch fall immediately after de; however, dengen “power” (flat)
and o'hu “off” (the pitch falls after o), keep their original accents. (3) Determine whether or not two
adjacent sub-units (sub-compounds and other independent components) accentually fuse applying the
same rule as above. Thus, dengen-o'hu and syaryoo “car of a train” (flat) form dengen-ohu-sya'ryoo
(the pitch falls after sya). An extra rule to prevent accentual fusion is applied when the second sub-

unit is a sub-compound. Thus, keetai-den'wa and dengen-o'hu do not fuse and keep their accents.
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